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 Babies, Babies, Everyw here!   A Wanna House Population Explosion   

Dear Friends,   

I love babies.   I canõt think of anything more relaxing than rocking a sleeping baby.  But 
imagine the reality of having 63 babies at one time! That is the situation at Wanna 
House in Ethiopia righ t now.     

Recently we have had a huge influx of babies 
referred to us for adoptive placement.   This is 
perhaps due to the famine experienced earlier this 
year in parts of Ethiopia.   Some of the babies are 
arriving very small and undernourished, requiring 
specialized care.   Our facilities are being taxed to 
the max.   We have had to move 14 of the babies to 
a nearby guest house to allow adequate space for 
them and their caretakers.   These babies, cute as 
they are, create a mountain of   laundry ñover four 
hundred diapers a day for starters!    

http://hosted.vresp.com/350477/fa584ebd37/TEST/TEST/


   
We have promoted a dozen of our laundry 
workers and cleaners to help care for the 
babies.   Each new baby worker needs training in 
mixing formula and giving bottles because their 
prior experience is generally just with 
breastfeeding.    We are holding training sessions 
and several volunteers from the U.S. will arrive 
soon to help out.  Our staff is hard -working but 
this new situation is a HUGE challenge for 
everyone there.    
   
To add to the pressure, these 63 babies need  about 8 bottles each every single day and 
there is currently a shortage of formula in Addis, resulting in an astronomical price rise.   
We have had to start a fund to purchase formula here and send it over with traveling 
parents to ensure these babies have  enough to eat and thrive.   If you can help, 
donations to our òLayla House Baby Fundó can be made at this link .    

   
We have no shortage of adoptive families for 
these new children but compared to just a year 
ago, each adoption case is taking longer.   This 
means that we will have these babies in care 
several months longer than before, greatly 
increasing our costs.   We estimate that it now 
costs $350 and $400 per month to care for each 
baby, more than is covered by a family's 
adoption fees.    
   
It has always been my philosophy that when 
folks understand the problem they respond to 

the need.   I hope you will help if you can and that you will forward this email to any 
friends or relatives t hat might be moved by this story and the pictures of all these 
beautiful children.   

   
With gratitude,         
Merrily and Ted Ripley 

                                         
                                    

https://secure.groundspring.org/dn/index.php?aid=4042


Look at all the new babies!  We've 

ordered a  dozen cribs and it's still  not 

enough. Can you help us meet the 

need? Donate now at this link .    

 

 
a wide - eyed cutie in her holiday finery    

   

 Babies create l ots of laundry!   

64 babies X diaper changes and several 

clean  outfits a day =?  

 

We've trained a dozen new baby 

workers to help meet  the huge need.   

These women love their jobs and enjoy 

learning new skills.      

 

https://secure.groundspring.org/dn/index.php?aid=4042


  
Count the babies!   

Sometimes they sleep.....   
 

Thanks t o you the 2009 Holiday Project was a great success!  

Enjoy the photos below.....   


